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FIVE PILLARS OF

ART & CULTURE

We support the creation and presentation of all artistic expressions
to connect communities. IHood Media Academy invests in artist-
activists to create work that functions as a response to the constant
injustices faced by black people. This framework serves to elevate
the authentic messages and stories deriving from them. Art and
culture are in everything we do. They help us make sense of the
world, find purpose, and envision what is possible. At the same
time, they expose the pain and oppression stemming from corrupt
systems.

We believe that creative expression is a critical component of
activism; therefore, we strive to create a bridge between art and
activism, using it as a vehicle to drive social change. As artist-
activists, our creative practices provide transformative value by
touching the heart and stirring emotions. The end goal is to shift
mindsets and influence policy.

MEDIA

We critically analyze all media forms, create informative content
and develop independent platforms for alternative voices and
perspectives from Black Pittsburgh and those working in solidarity.
Society has witnessed the immense power of modern media,

which has proven to be a vital avenue to connect with the masses.
And technology gave a voice to historically ignored groups and
communities erased from conversations about economic, judicial,
and social policies.

Hood Media Academy teaches emerging artist-activists to
use media as a communication tool for social justice to build
awareness, bridge communities, share experiences, and foster
equitable solutions. Through educating, showcasing, storytelling,
and organizing, we work to train and empower artist-activists to
advance the cause of building liberated communities. We challenge
creatives to weed out inaccurate, false narratives; and alter public
attitudes about political engagement to a mindset that rouses civic
action and mobility for the common good.

EDUCATION

We aim to design and present alternatives to outdated content
and teaching methods that inaccurately reflect the culture and
whitewash history. It's no secret that the public education structure
is a product of an oppressive system that creates barriers to quality
education. Therefore, we partner with educators, teaching artists,
policymakers, and administrators to develop curricula that offer
more diverse texts and program studies, resulting in culturally rich
learning experiences.



FIVE PILLARS OF ENGAGEMENT CONT.



1HOOD MEDIA NAMED A

CULTURAL
TREASURE

IHood Media was named one of Pittsburgh’s Cultural
Treasures -- a designation only granted to 16 of 160
applicants. The goal of America’s Cultural Treasures
program is to provide significant cultural organizations
of color with meaningful sums of operating support
during a period of unprecedented upheaval, and to
encourage related local efforts to strengthen cultural
endeavors that reflect and benefit BIPOC communities
over the next five years. Pittsburgh’s Cultural Treasures
are leaders in producing work that centers and seeks to
advance the people and culture of Black communities
in Southwestern Pennsylvania. IHood Media will use the
funding to continue to drive change at the intersection
of art and activism; a mission that the organization has
been on since it was founded in 2010.



AWARD—WINNING ACTRESS KERRY WASHINGTON



1HOOD MEDIA RECEIVES

NATIONAL
GRANT

FROM THE
WALLACE FOUNDATION

IHood Media was awarded a national grant from the
Wallace Foundation for art organizations led by people
of color, which aims to foster equity and improvements in
the arts. Of the over 250 applicants, only 18 organizations
received funding. In addition to I1Hood Media, awardees
included Chicago Sinfonietta, the Queer Women of Color
Media Arts Project in San Francisco, California, the Arab
American National Museum in Dearborn, Michigan, and
the Union for Contemporary Art in Omaha, Nebraska. To
encourage success, the program's first year will consist
of planning while recipients work with researchers,
ethnographers, and financial managers. The
organizations will then move into the implementation
phase. THood Media Co-Founder and CEO Jasiri X
plans to use the grant to expand THood Media’s Artivist
Academy program. He also plans to use the support to
create career paths for underrepresented Black artists in
Pittsburgh and across the country.



1HOOD MEDIA'S
PEOPLE, POLITICS AND POWER SERIES

ENGAGES YOUNG VOTERS WITH CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED
HIP—HOP ARTISTS AND NOTED COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Aspartofaninitiative toeducate and mobilize young voters,IHood Media

partnered with several hip-hop legends and prominent community

organizations to host People, Politics, and Power—groundbreaking

year-long programming. Nearly 2,000 people attended the event series

that utilized art, culture, and notable socially-conscious influencers to

engage audiences and increase political awareness for the crucial
2022 mid-term elections.

Some highlights of the 7-event series included a discussion with
Grammy-Winning Rapper and activist David Banner. The Mississippi
native spoke to an audience at the Kingsley Association about the
importance of building autonomous communities, how to advocate for
positive change, and creating generational wealth. Additional events
around Banner’s appearance included an expungement and pardon
clinic with attorneys from the Allegheny County Public Defender’s office
and the PA Marijuana Pardon Project.

IHood Media Co-Founder Jasiri X hosted an intimate conversation with
Bun B, best known as one-half of the southern rap duo UGK. Bun, who
teaches a hip-hop and religion class at RICE University, spoke to an
audience at the Blaxk Box Theatre. The rapper and entrepreneur also



1HOOD MEDIA'S

PEOPLE, POLITICS

AND POWER

talked about the music industry and inspired Pittsburgh-
based artists to follow their dreams.

Other noteworthy events included a personal conversation

with Hip-Hop artist Lupe Fiasco. During the discussion with

IHood Media Co-Founder Jasari X, the rapper discussed

his musical roots, his interest and connection to politics,

the importance of building community power, and how he

continues to push Hip-Hop forward in his role as a professor
at MIT.

IHood Media also hosted a voter awareness pop-up event
to educate young people about the importance of politics,
voting, and how it all impacts their daily lives. These events
echoed the importance of media and politics in popular
culture as they relate to youth and people of color.

The People, Politics, and Power event series also promoted the

organization’s Five Pillars of Engagement by supporting art

and culture, education, media, activism, and collaboration
through the lens of social justice.
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1HOOD MEDIA NAMED

BEST
SOCIAL JUSTICE
ORGANIZATION

IN PITTSBURGH

IHood Media was voted as the Best Social Justice Organization
in the 2022 Best of Pittsburgh competition presented by
Pittsburgh City Paper. The award is extremely special, since the
public submits nominations and votes on the winners. ITHood
Media strives to be unapologetic about the advancement of
Black people, and the people have noticed. The organization
is committed to building liberated communities through art,
education, and social justice, and are humbled to share space
with SisTers PGH and City of Asylum, which also received

recognition in the social justice category.
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SAFE SPACE FOR
PITTSBURGH YOUTH
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1HOOD MEDIA
COMMEMORATES

JUNETEENTH WITH
“ART AS LIBERATION"

IHood Media collaborated with the Pittsburgh Pirates,
Mikael Owunna Studios, and The Redd Studio to
commemorate Juneteenth, what many Black Americans
view as their independence day. On Saturday, June 18,
Pittsburghers celebrated the emancipation of those
who had been enslaved in the United States at an art
fair entitled “Art as Liberation: Celebrating Black Art in
Pittsburgh.” The free event occurred at PNC Park at the
corner of Federal and West General Robinson Streets.
Art as Liberation featured 25 commissioned Black visual
artists, a live DJ, musical performances, traditional foods,
giveaways,andmore.Duringthegame, Artists Sashalgwe
and Mikael Owunna held live painting demonstrations
inside the stadium, which were broadcasted on the
Jumbotron. PNC Park also permanently installed 13 of
Artist Marquita Sams’ paintings in the Urban Garden. To
give back to the community, IHood Media selected The
Legacy Arts Project, a nonprofit that focuses on teaching
the artistic traditions of the African diaspora, to receive a
portion of ticket proceeds.



THE UNITED JUSTICE
COALITION SUMMIT



15

1HOOD MEDIA DELIVERS
KEYNOTE ADDRESS

AT NETROOTS NATION

Netroots Nation 2022 kicked off with a lively keynote
speech from a long list of elected officials, advocates,
and activists in Pennsylvania politics. Speakers included
IHood Media Co-Founder and CEO Jasiri X, IHood Media
Political Director KhariMosley, Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey,
State Senator Lindsey Williams, State Representatives
Sara Innamorato, Malcolm Kenyatta, and Summer Lee.
The conference annually draws up to 4,000 attendees.
Energizing the audience for four days of training, Jasiri
X focused his speech on the importance of the Black
vote. During his message, he reminded the audience
that the Pennsylvania vote for Biden resulted from Black
voters. This message was vital as attendees headed
into sessions addressing voting, canvassing, and driving
influence through media. The conference closed with
a call to action from influential voices, including U.S.
Congresswoman Ilhan Omar and Daily Kos Founder

Markos Moulitsas.



1HOOD MEDIA CREATES COALITION OF
PITTSBURGH BLACK STUDENT UNIONS

IHood Media launched the Pittsburgh Black Student
Union (BSU) Network in 2022 to connect high school and
university BSU members — and respective faculty — in
Western Pennsylvania and beyond. Created by 1Hood
Director of Operations Farooq Al-Said and Director
of Advocacy and Policy Miracle Jones, the Network
aims to help Black students raise awareness and seek
solutions to problems plaguing young people. Students
advocated for increased access to educational
opportunities, inclusion, and centering in curricula as
well as culturally-responsive mental health care. The
Network also encouraged the creation of spaces where
students can speak openly amongst one another,
robust communication channels between students
and administrators, and the hiring of diverse educators.
Gaining momentum in its first year, the Network rallied
around voter registration, addressed renters’ rights, and
heightened awareness of mentalhealth resources.1Hood
Media Director of Education Jasmine Green operates the

program.
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RETURN OF
FUTURE IS BLACK



1HOOD MEDIA OFFERS
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND

ARTS PROGRAMMING

Community and youth programming are essential to
fulfilling the vision of IHood Media. From open production
and engineering studio access to grant application
workshops and media training, 1Hood Media held
informative and entertaining programming throughout
the year.

Some program highlights included:

IHood Media Academy offered media literacy and
media creation training for high schoolers and
provided a platform for them to showcase their
creativity. The media academy is IHood Media'’s core
program and gives youth access to opportunities to
explore the world of media through the lens of social
justice.

IHood Media Select program provided local artists
with education and resources to pursue careersin the
arts. More than 70 artists registered for the training
program, which created a collaborative environment
for artists to work, learn, and create.
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The We Keep Us Safe social media campaign and
program was introduced as a platform for youth ages
16-26 to discuss how community violence impacts
their personal lives. Participants were able to tap into
their imagination and problem-solving skills while
learning in a supportive, collaborative environment.

Other programming highlights included business and
marketing classes and workshops for entrepreneurs
and artists.



1HOOD MEDIA PROMOTED
BLACK LIBERATION

A core mission of THood Media is to promote activism through the arts. Throughout the year, music was an essential
part of that work. IHood artists used their music to push back against systems, challenge the status quo and disrupt
social norms. Events such as Art As Liberation, a collaboration with the Pittsburgh Pirates, Mikael Owunna Studios,
and The Redd Studio, celebrated Black Art in Pittsburgh and illustrated how art could move people to take action and
bring about social change. Another key event, The Hip Hop Summit, convened a diverse group of artists, activists, and
community members to commemorate the four elements of the genre—rapping, DJing, breakdancing, and graffiti.
The event also kicked off a year-long celebration of the 50th anniversary of Hip Hop with the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust.

Additionally, IHood Media hosted a series of dynamic musical performances that covered a wide range of genres,
including hip-hop, neo-soul, and R&B. Regional and national artists showcased their talents at various venues
throughout Pittsburgh. THood Media partnered with the Pittsburgh Playhouse and Point Park University to host an Inside
Outside Summer Concert Series, which featured 1Hood'’s Jasiri X, JM the Poet, NLS Ron, Said, and Treble NLS. IHood
artists also performed in the Pittonkatonk and Deutschtown music festivals. Performances like the Cultural Trust Soul
Stage featured 1Hood artist DJ Femi. Throughout the year, IHood brought together musical artists with the belief that
music has the power to unite people and heal communities.
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NIKE NBHD COLLECTIVE SNEAKER
DRIVE AND TOY GIVEAWAY
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1HOOD MEDIA LAUNCHES
BRUNCH WITH A

BLACK MAN PODCAST

Black people are 20% more likely to suffer from severe
psychological stress than their White counterparts. Even
more daunting—-Black men are four times more likely
to commit suicide than their female counterparts.l To
address this mental health emergency and provide a
safe space to directly address the topic, IHood Media
launched the Brunch with a Black Man podcast, Hosted
by Miracle Jones. The show held transparent and candid
conversations about the personal experience of Black
men, their mental health, and navigating challenging
times. The program premiered on November 26, 2022,
with Farooq Al-Said as its first guest and has featured
community leaders, such as Steel Smiling Founder Julius
Boatright, Rapper Mulatto Dinero, and Black Tea Brown
Suga Network Founder Eszquire Harris. Topics included
childhood experiences, policing, and overcoming
trauma - to name a few. Listeners can find the Brunch
with a Black Man on THood Media’s YouTube page, with
the final episode released in February 2023. A recorded
program by Emmai Aliquiva’s YaMomzHouse, the show
was made possible by support from the Staunton Farm
Foundation and 1Hood Media Academy.



1HOOD MEDIA
DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND ADVOCACY NAMED TO

PITTSBURGH'S 40 UNDER 40 LIST

IHood Media Director of Advocacy and Policy Miracle Jones was
named to the city’s 40 under 40 list. Every year, PUMP teams up
with Pittsburgh Magazine to honor 40 outstanding people under
the age of 40 whose creativity, vision, and passion enrich the
region. Since she was a child, Miracle set herself up for such an
achievement. After the incarceration of her father, she became
interested in organizing efforts. At the time, she had no idea that
she would find her life’s work rise out of her family’s struggle,
leading her to become an organizer and activist. Miracle has
dedicated numerous years to mobilizing against prison systems
and violence. At THood, her work focuses on implementing
abolition-based principles and transformative justice through
advocacy, art, policy, and writing. She also ensures artists are a
part of the conversations through the visioning process to show
what liberated communities may look like. Miracle received
her bachelor's degree in Political Science from Georgia State
University and the Community, Organization, and Social Action
(COSA) MSW specialization at the University of Pittsburgh School
of Social Work. Miracle is a licensed attorney in New York and
received her J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law.
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NBC NATIONAL NEWS



1HOOD MEDIA HELPS

ORGANIZE PRESS CONFERENCE

IN SUPPORT OF SEWICKLEY
ACADEMY STUDENTS

IHood Media elevated youth voices by organizing an
emergency pressconferenceforSewickley Academystudents.
The press event came in response to the head of the school
calling the police when parents and students attempted
to deliver a petition. Members of the student organization
CARES (Collective Action for Representative Education at
Sewickley) collected signatures to support their concerns
about the academy’s leadership and alleged injustices on
the school's campus. During the press conference, student
representatives shared a timeline of the events, their short
and long-term goals, and their personal experiences.
Students made several demands, including a public apology
from school officials. Students also demanded a national
search for a permanent diversity, equity, inclusion, and social
justice (DEISJ) director, as per the recommendations of the
academy’s DEI Task Force. The final demand included the
removal of a restriction of free-speech off-campus that
“damages the reputation of the school” or shares criticism of
the school from the 2021-2022 Sewickley Academy Student &
Family Handbook.
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1HOOD MEDIA FORMS ALLIANCE WITH
PITTSBURGH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TO

INCREASE MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS
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IHood Media joined forces with Pittsburgh
International Airport, Staunton Farm Foundation,
and other organizations to launch a mental health
awareness campaign. The video campaign
reaches tens of thousands of people each week
in the airport’'s terminals. Nine 55-inch monitors
featuring information and resources are placed
throughout the facility. Athletes, entertainers, and
community leaders, including THood Media Co-
Founder and CEO Jasiri X, share messages aimed at
destigmaitizing the public discussion about mental
health. The campaign also heightened awareness
of 988, a newly formed suicide prevention hotline. In
addition to THood Mediq, the alliance included the
Pittsburgh Penguins, Pirates and Steelers, and Daniel
Tiger's Neighborhood. According to the National
Alliance of Mental lliness (NAMI), nearly 40% of adults
in Pennsylvania reported symptoms of anxiety or
depression about a year after the pandemic began.



100TH EPISODE
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1HOOD MEDIA INTRODUCES
"ASK A BLACK LAWYER"

PODCAST

IHood Media hit the ground running at the beginning of
2022 with the launch of the Ask a Black Lawyer podcast.
Due to the disparate impact the judicial system has in
the lives of Black people, from civil rights infringements to
criminalinjustices, itis critical thatthe community directly
engages with legal professionals. This is especially true in
Pittsburgh, where less than 3% of law firms have partners
of color, and in Pennsylvania, where there are no justices
of color on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.1 Supported
by the Allegheny County Bar Foundation, the show aims
to help the Black community navigate the legal system
and learn more about the legal profession. The podcast
kicked off on January 27, 2022, with its first episode,
“What You Need to Know About The Law.” New episodes
are released on the fourth Thursday of each month.

12021 Profile of the Legal Profession, American Bar
Association



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS AND FOR
ADVANCING THE SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT.
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BLESSINGS



